Setting the scene

Nine men escape, nine men are trapped and rescuers must work aggressively yet cautiously to avert tragedy.
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Facing the problems

The mine begins to flood R
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The instinct to survive

Water from the Saxman Mine fills the lowest
parts of the Cluacreek Mine first.

-
,_,_______--F---'

The miners

who get oul /

fight through _ _

flooding shafts Eight trapped miners

to make their atvance about 2,000 feet
way to safety. before water starts hitting

the top of the shatt.
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The safe haven Entrance/exit

The stranded men retreat farther, rescue the
ninth miner and begin building walls
to hold back the water.

First group of nine escapes.

Miners move through neck-deep
water to find a small section of
the mine that is not submerged.

The other nine find the highest
ground deep inte the shaft.
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The situation
Nine miners are trapped 245 feat underground
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in a flooded shaft, but breathing because air is nat aﬂﬂ.g
being pumped fo them. Schamatic only.
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The peril
It & “super drill® trying to reach the men enters the shaft foo
rapidly, the miners' life-sustaining air pocket could be destroyed.
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The solution

Rescuers pump water from the mine. Water recedes and
pressure is relieved as air pocket expands . The drill can now
continue without fear of flooding the shaft.
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