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Miners hone rescue, first-aid skills, take home trophies at national contest

By, LAWRENCE MUHAMMAD
Staff Writer

Fresh from a caucus with examin-
ers, the Utah Power & Light Co.
mine rescue team huddled in a
darkened corridor yesterday, grij
ing ahout criticism of their recent
rescue effort.

“They said we put conditions on
the .mine map that we shouldn’t
have,” grumbled 31-year-old Jim
Behling, the team’s captain. “But we
did it right.”

“Qur primary job was to clear the

.and take that man outside,
which we did,” declared Forrest
Adisan, 31, the team'’s map man.

Four workers had been trapped in
a mine with insecure roofing, flood-
ing, noxious and explosive methane
fumes, and a fire of undetermined
origin. In 48 minutes, 37 seconds,
the five-member team had located
the source of the fire — a machine
that stabilizes the mine roof with
bolts — and established barriers to
ventilate the mine and thereby res-
cue the lone survivor, who had bar-
ricaded himself from gas fumes and
smoke-filled air.

The rescue operation was a test,
simulating emergency conditions in
a coal mine, and the examiners
were part of a team of judges who
rated the work of contestants at the

32nd National Mine Rescue and
First Aid Contest in Louisville.

Ninety-one teams from mining
firms across the country are com-
peting in the contest, which began
Monday and ends tomorrow at the
Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center.

And the passion expressed by the
Utah Power & Light team (one of
two competing from the firm's min-
ing division) was typical.

The competition is sponsored by
the US. Department of Labor's
Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion, which awards trophies in res-
cue and first aid events,

But mine safety officials say the
deeper aim is to hone vital rescue

needed in an industry
‘whose components create the poten-
tial for explosions, fire and death.

Taught by an instructor certified
by the mine safety agency, miners
learn to operate breathing packs, to
detect and disperse explosive gases
and to systematically explore mines
whose natural components have
turned hazardous.

Coal breathes ignitable methane
gas that can cause explosions, and
the federal agency approves ventila-
tion patterns when underground
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