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Cameco wins individual awards
at international mine competition

By Murray Lyons
SP Business Editor

Two miners from Cameco’s
McArthur River uranium mine
helped Team Canada to win two in-
dividual contest awards last week at
an annual international mine rescue
contest in Reno, Nevada.

The 2002 Metal and Non-metal
National-International Mine Rescue
contest saw Cameco team members
compete as Team Canada.

Team member Terry Davis won the

bench and gas contest while Jeff

Giroux was the winner of the bench
and gas multi-gas instrument event.
Overall, Cameco-Team Canada
was not among the top three teams in
overall standings in the international
part of the event. The contest also

serves as the U.S. national contest.

However, the Cameco McArthur
River team has done extremely well
in the past two years at provincial
and Canadian National western re-
gional mine rescue competitions.

Last fall, McArthur River’s team
placed second overall in their first-
ever venture into national mine res-
cue contests at Fernie, B.C.

The team that won the contest was
unable to attend Reno and the Came-
co team was asked to represent Cana-
da in its place.

At the competitions, mine rescue
teams write safety exams and partic-
ipate in mock mine disasters where
they react to simulated conditions
such as fires or gas threats,

Team members do not know what
simulated problems they will face

before the contest. The judging takes
into account how quickly a team
plans and activates a solution to the
problem.

The McArthur River team had to
make themselves familiar with
American mine rescue protocols this
summer in order to get ready for the
contest.

The team is coached by Bruce Co-
ley, Beth Elliot and Tom Bayer and is
captained by Jean Alonso. Other
members of the team are Travis Har-
bicht, Grayton Taylor, and co-ordina-
tor Paul Fox.

While getting ready for Reno, the
team won its third consecutive
Saskatchewan provincial title.

At Reno, the Americans unseated
the reigning champion Poles for
overall title.

2002 metal and nonmetal Mine Rescue
Contest
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are miners who

and training that must train and meet at leastonce a

difference between month, much like volunteer fire
fighters

“The: are  salt-of-the-earth

people who take this seriously,

said David Lauriski, who led the

lead mine in federal team in last month's rescue

‘What happened in at the “This is
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ave these teams and why we test
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team from Elko check their breathing apparatus before competing
dnesday, From left are Wayne Courtney, Gerry

them,” he said
Nine miners became trapped
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24 after breaking into a flooded
abandoned mine. Three days later,
the miners were shuttled upward
th a hastily drilled sl
ising the capsule.
|iu|- Crouch of the

Newmont silver mine in Midas,
about 230 miles northeast of Reno,
said the capsule has added

meaning to him because it also was_

used at a mine diSAster near

worked 45 2 rescuer

Nine-one miners lost their lives

\ 972, when a fire roared

 Sunshine Mine. It was
the worlds 1 silver producer
at the time.

My dad didn't come home for
two weeks, Crouch, who was
8 at the time, “It’s still hard for
Dad to see the victims' names (on a
mine memorial) because they were
co-workers and friends

“I’s a family tradition (to be res-
cuers)” Crouch said. “We're_here
for the guys we work next to.”
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Michael Thompson and Sharon Crews view a mine escape capsule at the
Metal and Nonmetal National-International Mine Rescue Contest in Reno

The capsule was used to rescue nine

miners recenty at a Pennsylvania coal

mine. Nearly a month after the dramatic rescue of nine miners in
Pennsylvania, volunteer mine rescuers from around the world are competing
in an annual event (o test their readiness.

Steve Setzer, Leathers' team-
mate at the Missouri mine, said
thinke volunteer rescue teams
have helped make the mining
industry safer.

is team at the Doe Run Co.
_mine was hailed after rescuing
“déven co-workers trapped under-

5. where D isthery ground by s fire in 2000,
“Wh:

t's important to us is saving
the life of another human,” Setzer
said, adding he would
Osama hin Laden's mother if she
were trapped

Fatal injuries ot mines in the
United States declined last year
a historic new low, according 19 the
Mine Safety and Health Admi
stration.

Seventy-two miners died in on-
the-job_accidents_nationwide in
2001, the lowest figure on record
and down 13 deaths from 2000, the
agency reported

In China, more than 3,500
miners have been killed in mining
accidents this year, according i
China's state Coal Mine Safety
Supervision Bureau, and 5,795
miners died last year.

China, the world's largest coal
producer with’ more than 20,000

.« mines, is competing for the first

time in the event.

“We think this could provide
excellent opportunities to share
experiences and learn from each
other and improve mine safety”
team spokesman Wang Shuhe said
through an interpreter.

Mine rescue training began in
the United States in 1910 and
evolved into the national contest. A
national coal-mine rescue contest
is held every odd-numbered year
while other mine-rescue competi
tion is staged in even-numbered
years,
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antibiotic-resistant strains,
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The enzyme was isolated
from a virus that attacks bac-

cracks them
open and releases all the cell
contents, 8o the bacterial cell
said Raymond
Schuch of The Rockefeller
University in New Yor
author of a study published
today in the journal Nature.
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thrax University molecular

they infected mice with a
related kind of bacteria that
can kill the animals within
five hours, prompt treatment
with PlyG saved 13 of 19 ani-

this anthrax-
related bacteria could be
quickly detected using PlyG
and a hand-held device.

“I think this is a very
clever piece of work,”
Stephen Morse, a Columbia

Bacteria-killing enzyme
detects, destroys anthrax

A bacteria- inlllng alled PYG
anth

kills some time to fully develop
and validate this approach to
make sure it has therapeutic
value, but it’s very prom:
ising, M-m said.

| Hanna, a University
of Michigan microbiologist
who specializes in anthrax
said the next step will be fur
ther animal tests to see if the
enzyme can halt an anthrax
infection.

The key, Hanna said, as
with conventional antibiotics
used against anthrax,
early treatment before the
bacteria produce enough
toxin to kill healthy cells and

when

that

said

biolo-
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responds to antibiotics, but
there is concern that terror-
ists might develop resistant
strains. The researchers sug-
gested it would be difficult to
create strains that resist the
enzyme because it acts on a
vital part of the bacterial
wall, one that can't easily be
modified.

Schuch and colleagues
reported that the enzyme,

gist and former program
manager of the udvunced
diagnostics program at
Defense Advanced Raseamh
Projects Agency.

The PlyG enzyme possibly
could be mude into & drug
that would hunt down
anthrax bacteria as they
begin to infect a person or an
animal, Morse said.

“As always, it will take
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“If you wait too long, ohit

a:nuus symptoms appear,

n if you use antibiotics 1
kl“ all the anthrax humnu
the animal is doomed
because of the toxin levels,”
Hanna said.

Calvin Chue of the Jehn
Hopkins Center for Civilian
Biodefense  Studies  in

Baltimore, Md., said the
enzyme likely will have mare
value as an alternative treat-
ment for anthrax than :for
dumchng anthrax bacteria.

“There are detection

Chue said, including equip-
ment that can identify bacte-
rial DNA-

On the Net:
Nature magazine:
hitp:/ lwww.nature.com
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