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Blasting Safety- Questions for non-blasters

General Safety

1. Undetonated explosives are easy for anyone to identify. True / False

2. A written blasting plan is required for using explosives. True / False

Explosives Storage

3. An explosives magazine may be located near which of the following? a) power lines, b) fuel storage areas, c) damp, moisture laden areas, d) heavily populated areas, e) None of the above.

4. Explosive magazines should not be identifiable as such to the general public. (True/ False)

5. Explosives should never be stored with: a) Cast boosters, b) detonating cord, c) non-electric or other blasting caps, d) All of the above.

Transportation

6. Explosives and detonators must always be transported separately. (True/False)

7. Never transport people or other materials in the cargo space along with blasting materials. (True /False)

8. Only one warning sign is needed on vehicles transporting explosives True/ False

Handling And Use

9. Modern explosives are safe enough to be handled by personnel without special training. True/FALSE 

10. If sensitive body areas are contacted by explosives material, they should be flushed with large quantities of water. True /False

11. Only major roads leading to the blast site need guarding during a blast. True/ False

12. The guarding of haulage roads into the blast area is limited to active haul roads only. True/ False

13. Visual warning signals prior to a blast are an acceptable alternative to audible warning signals. True/ False

14. Prearranged signals and timetables need only be posted. True/ False

Avoiding Flyrock Damage Or Injury

15. Flyrock is a minor safety concern during blasting. True/ False

16. Keeping to the same blasting schedule from shot to shot minimizes flyrock damage. (True /False)

Post Blast

17. Deteriorated or damaged explosives are not dangerous. True/ False 

18. Never reuse any explosive material packaging. True /False

19. Never burn explosive materials packaging in a confined area. True /False

20. Stay away from blast area until fumes, dusts or mists have subsided. Never breathe dusts or vapors from explosive materials. True /False
21. Misfires in muck piles are of little danger to large equipment. True/ False
22. Only an experienced competent person, knowledgeable of the blast design, locations and types of explosive materials, should handle misfires. True /False

Blasting Safety for non-blasters - Answers & Discussion
General Safety

1. Undetonated explosives are easy for anyone to identify. True / False
2. A written blasting plan is required for using explosives. True / False
Explosives Storage

3. An explosives magazine may be located near which of the following? a) power lines, b) fuel storage areas, c) damp, moisture laden areas, d) heavily populated areas, e) None of the above.

4. Explosive magazines should not be identifiable as such to the general public. (True/ False)

5. Explosives should never be stored with: a) Cast boosters, b) detonating cord, c) non-electric or other blasting caps, d) All of the above.

Explosive storage area, magazines or bulk ANFO storage areas are clearly marked with signs stating  "danger explosives" and "no smoking." Powder magazines must not be within 300 feet of mine openings, occupied buildings or public roads, or any other designated road, to promote safety. However, if sufficiently barricaded and approved, magazines may be located less than 300 feet from roads. Magazines are kept locked when unattended.
Transportation

6. Explosives and detonators must always be transported separately. (True/False)

7. Never transport people or other materials in the cargo space along with blasting materials. (True /False)

8. Only one warning sign is needed on vehicles transporting explosives True/ False
Vehicles carrying blasting materials are identified by a sign, usually diamond-shaped, which indicates the class type explosive being carried. (Class a or class b type explosives.) Explosives must be carried in vehicles specifically designed for transporting explosives.
Handling And Use

9. Modern explosives are safe enough to be handled by personnel without special training. True/FALSE 

10. If sensitive body areas are contacted by explosives material, they should be flushed with large quantities of water. True /False

11. Only major roads leading to the blast site need guarding during a blast. True/ False
12. The guarding of haulage roads into the blast area is limited to active haul roads only. True/ False
13. Visual warning signals prior to a blast are an acceptable alternative to audible warning signals. True/ False
14. Prearranged signals and timetables need only be posted. True/ False
When blasting is being conducted at surface mines, a code of blasting signals shall be posted in one or more conspicuous places at the operation, and employees shall be required to familiarize themselves with the code and conform to it.
Example of surface blasting signals. (Signals given by a horn or siren)

     Warning signal-- a one-minute series of long blasts five minutes prior to the blast signal.

     Blast signal---- a series of short blasts one minute prior to the shot

     All clear signal-- a prolonged blast following the inspection of the blast site.

Normally, the certified blaster and/or surface foreman block roads leading to the blast area.
Avoiding Flyrock Damage Or Injury

15. Flyrock is a minor safety concern during blasting. True/ False
16. Keeping to the same blasting schedule from shot to shot minimizes flyrock damage. (True /False)

Never attempt to watch a shot being fired, be alert to fly-rock or any other unplanned event during blasting. Persons have been killed by fly-rock as far as one half mile away.
Post Blast

17. Deteriorated or damaged explosives are not dangerous. True/ False 

18. Never reuse any explosive material packaging. True /False

19. Never burn explosive materials packaging in a confined area. True /False

20. Stay away from blast area until fumes, dusts or mists have subsided. Never breathe dusts or vapors from explosive materials. True /False
21. Misfires in muck piles are of little danger to large equipment. True/ False
Any time blasted rock is hauled from a mine site, there is a chance that un-detonated explosives are included. If undetonated explosives are found, notify a powder representative to dispose of them.
22. Only an experienced competent person, knowledgeable of the blast design, locations and types of explosive materials, should handle misfires. True /False

Never burn, bury or dissolve in water any types of blasting materials. Always contact a powder company representative.
